CHAPTER   VIII
COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES
The quarrel with America. Its causes. The trade difficulty. Disputes
come to a head in 1774, the year of Fox's dismissal from office.
Fox not a Free Trader, but he argued like Adam Smith that
America would be agricultural. His strong opinion that a con-
quered America would be worse than separation. Close connection
between that struggle and domestic struggle. Fox's view of the
Quebec Bill in 1791. His criticism justified. The problem in
India. Fox's Bill. Pitt's Bill. The impeachment of Warren
Hastings. The slave trade. The development of public opinion.
The apologies for the trade, the feelings of the colonies. Pitt's
early enthusiasm and later vacillation. Fox's decisive Resolution
in 1806.
WHEN Fox came into politics the triumphant genius
of Chatham, and the prowess of Clive and Wolfe
had made the question of the future relations of England
to her colonies and possessions the main question of her
external policy. It was a question that lay at the very
root of public life, and on the way It was answered de-
pended more than the future of the colonies and possessions
themselves. The quarrel between England and America
was only another phase of the quarrel between the Court
and popular freedom, and the great public issues involved
In the methods and principles of the government of India
raised In a particularly momentous form the whole question
of arbitrary or responsible administration.
Were England's colonies to be subdued to her will, and
were her conquests to be administered by private and
irresponsible despots, and to be held arbitrarily ? Was the
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